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Choosing my Bee Scene area and exploring it to see whether it is good for bees or not - 
You can do this in two ways.

Method 1: Walk through a local natural space, like a park or field and complete the tasks 
inside. This is known as taking a transect.

Method 2: Measure a square plot 5m by 5m in a flat area in a local natural space or, if you 
haven’t got a measuring tape, pace out your plot area. Each side of your square plot should 
be 8 large steps. Then complete the tasks inside.

School/group name Location of Bee Scene expedition Date of Bee Scene expedition

Bee Scene

Why not try doing a news broadcast from your Bee Scene area? Your news broadcast 
could be about how children are helping scientists to understand what is going on in the 
natural environment. Divide into groups of six. Each person in the group should take on one 
of the roles in the table below and decide what they would say in a news broadcast. Once 
you have practised you can perform your broadcast to the other groups. You could use a 
video-recorder to record your broadcast or even perform your broadcast in assembly.

CHARACTER WHAT THEY MAY TALK ABOUT

This person will introduce the story and provide a background – perhaps explaining a little 
bit about why our wildflowers and bumblebees are disappearing.

They will want to question all the people being interviewed. The questions should be 
open and not closed.

They will show you what they have been doing and why they think it is a 
good idea.

The scientist will be able to provide more information about the problem facing our 
wildflowers and bumblebees. They will also explain why it is valuable for people to 
help scientists monitor changes in our natural places.

The teacher may want to explain why they think it is a good idea for pupils to be 
learning outside and talk about the learning that has been going on.

They may want to talk about changes they have noticed in the Bee Scene area.

Anchorperson

News reporter

Pupil at school

Scientist

Teacher

Member of public

Try doing a Bee Scene broadcast
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How many types of bumblebee can you see in your Bee Scene area? Use the pictures 
on your ID card which show six common bumblebees, to help you identify any bumblebees 
you spot. Colour in the dots to show the correct number of each type of bumblebee you see 
buzzing around.

Is my Bee Scene area good for bees or not? 

Complete the 5 tasks between April and August then circle your scores below:

	  Not good	  Good	  Very good
Task 1: 
Number of flower colours	 0-2	 3-5	 6+

Task 2: 
Number of flower shapes	 0+	 3-5	 6+

Task 3: 
Number of Bee Scene flowers	 0+	 2+	 4+

Task 4: 
Number of other flowers	 0+	 2+	 4+

Before completing task 5 
I think my area may be...	  Not good	  Good	  Very good

Task 5: 
Flower density	 Picture 	 Picture 	 Picture 

After completing task 5 
I think my area may be...	  Not good	  Good	  Very good

You can enter your decision onto an online map by visiting www.wildaboutplants.org.uk/
beescene. We will send all the survey results to people who have taken part later in the year.

�
White-tailed bumblebee	         

�
�Buff-tailed bumblebee	         

�
Red-tailed bumblebee	         

Common carder bee	         

�
Garden bumblebee	         

�
Early bumblebee	         
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Is your Bee Scene area good for bumblebees? 
Complete these tasks to find out!

How many flower 
colours?

Did you know?

Did you know?

Did you know?

Bees see colours 
differently to us 
and blues and 
purples are 
especially bright 
for them. 

The more densely 
covered in flowers an 
area is the better it 
is for bumblebees. It 
means food is more 
accessible for bees 
and they are not 
having to travel so 
far to get to the food.

                               Different types 
of wild plants produce flowers at 
different times of year. A good mix 
of flowers helps to make sure that 
pollen and nectar is available for 
bumblebees throughout the year.

How many 
flower 

shapes?

How many 
Bee Scene 
flowers?

Task 2: How many different flower shapes can you find in your Bee Scene area? 

Task 3: How many of the Bee Scene flowers
can you see in your Bee Scene area? Use the Bee Scene Flowers card to help you.

Task 4: How many types of flowers that aren’t Bee Scene flowers can you 
see in your Bee Scene area? Other wild flowers are good for bumblebees too. 
Use the chart below to keep a record of the non Bee Scene flowers you find by 
shading a square for each non Bee Scene flower you spot.

a.

b.

Picture 1, 2 or 3?

Task 5: How densely covered with 
flowers is my Bee Scene area?  

Did you know?

Different shapes are important. 
Bees with long tongues like 
closed or tube shaped flowers 
like flower a. and bees with 
short tongues like open flowers 
like flower b.

     Task 1: How many different colour flowers can you see
in your Bee Scene area? Before you go outside shade in 
the circles to represent the colours and when you do your 
survey count how many of these flower colours you see.

is it like this..?
...this?

...or this!

  Herb Robert

  Knapweed

  Meadow crane’s-bill

  Red campion

  Red clover

  Rosebay willowherb

  Thistle

  White clover

  White dead-nettle

  Bramble 

  Common comfrey

  Dandelion

  Dog-rose

  Foxglove

  Hedge woundwort

Thank you for completing this survey.
Don’t forget to enter your results onto the Bee Scene map. 
Go to www.wildaboutplants.org.uk/beescene


